Martin Company History

When the Lockheed Martin — Denver library shut down in 2013,
employee Josh Hopkins saved a 3-ring binder with photocopies of
documents about Martin company history. In 2022 after several moves,
the contents of the binder were scanned so that they could be shared
more widely and to increase the odds that at least one copy might
survive.

The contents are scanned here in the following files (separated to be a
manageable size):

“Boxkites to Bombers, The Story of the Glenn L Martin Company,” a
history book produced by the company around 1946.

“The Glenn L Martin Company: What it did for the growth of Baltimore”
by Lisa Fallon, a report written by an employee for a class in 1985

A collection of magazine articles (including a Time Magazine cover
story), advertisements, and a company list of all aircraft types and
quantities produced.

A selection of Martin Star newsletter excerpts from 1942-1943.
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~uﬂ0p~Eebruary (4,1928) Mayor William F. Broening: and Glenn L=

the. Martin plant, now located at. Cleveland,. Ohio, would be moved: -
1

to Baltimore.m .-

The Baltimore magazine claimed that this decision was

-~ "without question, cne of the most important industrial

2.

-«;zagqgisitions«for«Baltimoreﬂw«Whichwlater proved to'be true. i

"new fields of foreign trade and transportation for Baltimore
commerqe..."?

~Glenn L. Martin had his business manager, C. A. Van Dusen,
Survey the land "up and down the east coast from Philadelphia to
Florida. It appeared, finally, that Baltimore, Maryland would
be the most suitable choice from virtually every aspect."4

Martin explained the reasons for the company\bhgfsing

Baltimore for the location of the new airplane manufacturing
pPlant and airport. "Other cities can never overcome Baltimore's
natural advantages. Cities farther north are hampered by ice
and fog, which here are at a minimum."5 Because of

Baltimore's geographical location, it is the "natural center"

for flight to- and -from South and Central America and for "high =~

Speed lines to the North and West." Tt was also recognized that .

not only was Baltimore capable of productive labor, but unlike

Cleveland, it was close to Washington which meant an eight
6

hundred doliar freight savings to government on each pléne. o

=a¢TheTestablishment«of,thg,GlennfL;uMartin.Company”would-openwupiﬁﬁw

R

SO

.

wo-Martin. Company, - world famous maker of alrShlpS, announced that::'

Ny
Wl



Being close to Washington alsc meant Mr. Martin would be near
7

the chiefs of aeronautical bureaus of the army and navy.

This was very important for future contracts. The railroad

wservicetand*automdbile[highways-also played a part in the

B

-decision. - ‘“Most  importantly, Baltimore offered an unlimited = =~

g
expanse of Chesapeake Bay tidewater...®

~ The negotiations for a location of the plant and airport 1léd

“ ko Baltimore offering fifty acres ‘to Martin for free. - Martin =
did'not like this idea for two reasons: ' First of all, “he would "

be obligated t& the city of Baltimore for the land and wished 6

be his own landlord, and secondly, fifty acres would hardly
provide the setting for the kind of factory that he now
envisiOned“lo

Then, Martin made an agreement with the mayor and the Board
of Estimates to purchase a one hundred-acre site near Logan
Field for fifty thousand dollars. The city soon\bhq3ged the
plans. They believed that waterfront property was mﬁch too
valuable and should be retained by the city.l:L

Since Glenn L. Martin could not reach a decision with the

city of Baltimore, he decided .to find his own land. He rented a

~<ar and continued travelifig north and east away from the city

12
until he reached the "wooded lowlands around Middle River."

Glenn knew right away that this was the perfect site. . After
spending the weekend wandering around this area, he went back to

Cleveland where he announced that he had "found the place that

_ the good Lord must have created just for the building of

13
airplanes."
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Immediately, he sent a purchasing agent, William Crennings,

to.buy two square miles in the area.  This land was currently

14
owned by forty-five people.. The purchasing agent quietly

ﬂacquired_each;tractmofnthemland-"below Turner's Station and.

15

= bordering”on.PeachuOrchardJGrove-ﬂ The land had “three and '

a half miles of water frontage and bounded on one side by the
' ' ' 16

main. line of the Pennsylvania Railroad."

'wm.QD;January;Zwulszsvgthe5ﬁartin-Company'began operations «in

~m§he4co;gateuWarehquse“Number.Two of the Canton .Company with a

17
labor force of two hundred fifty men (Picture p.12). - This

unit was planned for temporary use until the plant in Middle:
River was ready fo;bperations,18 but continued to manufacture .
airplanes through World War II.

The plan was for the airport to cover nine hundred forty
acres, and adjacent to it an anchorage three miles long,

thirty-five feet deep and three thousand feet widé-?or
\\

steamships finding the "present anchorage inadegquate. Thus two"
19

- .streams of commerce, ocean and air, (would) be linked."

Three units were expected to be completed in three years, and
Glenn told everyone that he would eventually employ about ten
thousand workers.zg These plans were carried out, and ten
Years later Martin's did employ ten thousand workers (Graph p.
12).

The Martin project would also include "schools for the

training of pilots and for the instruction of aireraft

technicians, a port for private and commercial air and
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‘development..."" -

seaplanes, radio and telegraph facilities, a service station, a

‘hotel for transcient air passengers, and a waterfront home

21

-Mr. Martin predicted great things for Baltimore. “Numerous

manufacturersiare locking for sites and a center for industry.

Many awaited a national survey made by our company before making

a decision. It is a fair statement to say that Baltimore is on
22 -

“the eve of 'a-rew ‘industrial éxpansion™ -

" The ‘Baltimore magazihe recognized that "aside from the value '~

of the plant and the port, its coming places Baltimore
definitely on the national air map, assuring the city of a high

23 .
place in aircraft manufacture."

In March of 1929, work on the project began with Mayor

‘Broening "driving...the first pile in the presence of the Board

of Estimates and other municipal officials, and with (Charles)

Goob, (Chief Engineer of Baltimore) and Elmer E. %agpond, Harbor
Engineer, as masters of ceremonies."24

"The removal of trees, grading and escavating for the plant
and railroad tracks leading to Bengies was done by Potts and
Callahan contractors.  The first unit of the factory and the
land would come to a total expenditure of two million five
hundred thousand dollars {Picture, p.13).25

In September of 1930, the Baltimore magazine exclained,

- "where, on a woodland site little more than a year ago one

hunted small game, now has arisen a showplace, a plant

.recognized as one of the largest'in the world for the
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manufacture of aircraft of every description, "and the most

-modern in- layout and equipment. -Now the hum of industry and the
daily labor .of hundreds of workers go smoothly on,: where a year: &7 -
ago the. only activity in ‘this quiet sectiom were the week-end i -

-visits-of a few Baltimoreans to there summer” waterfront shores,

26
now a part of the one thousand two hundred-acre airport."

In 1938, Glenn L. Martin decided to take a trip to Europe.-

~thile»in~Germany¢=he»noticédvthat-Hitlerrhadfordered the masg =~

~production:ef thousands of planes.. He immediately returned home "

and reported his findings of the "Nazi build=up" to ‘the Army and
Navy. He pleaded with congress to begin the production of
offensive airplanes to be ready for the breakout of another
world war. Congress disagreed. One congressman called him a
merchant of dez:tth.z-7

It turned out, that Glenn L. Martin had been right, and soon
the same congressmen were asking him to manufactu}e\yarplanes.
France was also purchasing a large number of Martin's Maryland
Bombers and soon Great ‘Britain was a major customer. Another
four hundred forty thousand square feet was added to the plant
which expanded it to over a million square feet. It was now the
largest aircraft factory in the United States.z'8

"Few places in Baltimore (were) busier than the employment '
office at the Glenn L. Martin aircraft plant, where America's

neecd for fighting equipment (was) reflected in a constantly.

growing personnel. This office (was) one of the first places

visited by many of those who (came) to Baltimore seeking war

29
work..."



mf4\ f' - By 1942, employment grew to fifty-two thousand nine hundred =
=‘( -~ -thirty-seven (Graph p. 12). The Glenn L. Martin Com?any had - i+
s/ we oon i become one of "Maryland's ‘largest communities... The number of
- employees élone (not ‘counting... families) was larger than the ' - %
combined populations of Frederick and”Salisbury."3Q By spring -~
of 1942, the Glenn L. Martin Company became the second largest
‘city' in the state of Maryland, outnumbering Cumberland.31
o s-Many employées lived ‘throughout Baltimore City and other ' =i #ni
~counties in-'Maryland: --Because of this; there was a problem .
s - -transporting the fifty-three thousand employees to and fromi
work. The Baltimore and Ohio Railrocad and the Pennsylvania
Railroad joined together to establish a schedule for
transporting employees.azv A traffic study done in April, 1942
‘fm\(. showed that during a twenty-four hour period, on the two main
line tracks that run near the plant, there were a total of one
1 hundred sixty-seven trains. One hundred twenty—s&x\of them were
passenger trains and forty-=one were freight trains.33 Buses
2 transported fifteen thousand workers -each day. Routes were
extended to include areas such as Broadway, Gwynne Falls Park,
Libery Heights, Towson, Park Heights and Cold Spring (Picture p.
15) .3_-4: '

By April, 1942, there were already approximately five
hundred permanent houses and several hundred temporary . houses.
"Steady expansion of low-cost housing faciilites in the"

" neighborhood of the Martin plant" was planned.35 At this time

fourhundred new homes were built in Aero Acres, a community for
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s oparks and playgrounds,'a.completg civie center, recreation hall,

housing Martin employees. Across Eastern Avenue, an additional

~eight hundred houses were built along with "a school, spacious -

36

-~ theater-and churches."
‘r#%«QJWBoth'of'these-communities~still~exist- The people who live & -
' there today are reminded that these communities were built
-because of the Glenn I,. Martin Company every time they look at.a:. - -
'w«mggtget;sign~tha#;bares,thesnames;pf*common_wordSnused-in.the R
. ¢;Martin-plant»such:asuTachometer Court,; Airspeed Court, Left- v wwn .

- Rudder Court, Manifold Court,. Compass Road, Hydroplane Drive and

Cockpit Street.

There are also other sites which exist today that received
their name from the man that began this community: Martin
Boulevard, Martin Plaza, Martin Boulevard Elementary School,
Glenmar Manor and Glenmar Elementary School.

Stansbury Manor, the first housing unit built ip 1939-40,
consists of one hundred eighty-four apartments, and in 1942
housed seven hundred people. "Located in a sylvan setting on
Middle River," Stansbury Manor was considered "the most
beautiful waterfront housing development in the Baltimore
area." There were also five dormitories, which provided shelter
and recreation facilties for three hundred single workers. In
addition, -"trailer villages" were set up which consisged of
thousands of ‘trailers (Picture, p.'14).37

The dormitories, complete with furniture, rented for three--

dollars and fifty cents a week for double occupancy and five
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dollars a week for single occupancy. The trailers rented for
C .. 38
six dollars and fifty cents a week including utilities.

In addition to the Middle River community, one thousand four'

hundred housing units were built at Armistedd Gardens on Pulaski”
Highway and seven hundred units were built in the North Point "
Road -~ Eastern Avenue Section. A group of one hundred

ninety-two "oﬁe%story:frame'bungalows" were built at the

-ébuthefnféndnéfwthé-béckvrivéf“bridge“én“Eéétérn §venue;-“Thiéff”””“

40

“bridge was built as part of the defense road plans.

‘Thess communities represented the beginning of a city whic

had "as its center and cause for existence the Glenn L. Martin
41
Company."

Soon, it was realized that Martin City had the same needs as

other cities its size. A branch of the Baltimore National Bank
was opened in Aero Acres,42 along with a library, USO

center,43 post office, restaurant, physician and‘aen§ist
offices,?% a drugstore, barber shop, beauty parlor, men's

shop, women's apparel Shop,45 and a fellowship church which’

was built by Martin employees on Eastern Avenue and Bowley's
46 . .
Quarters Road. A police force of over two hundred men and a

fire department were established. All employees were required
47

to wear a badge for security reasons.
“A maternity hospital was opened in the trailer park to
accomodate the large number of pregnancies of the women living

there. :Dr. Edward Davens decided it was neéded} because the
48

_ Closest hospital, Johns Hopkins, was ten miles away.



"Dairy employees, provision men, grocers and others Ywere. -
49
out early every morning to gather orders of the tenants.

.:!'Soon the 'yousal' drawl of. the Deep South was intermingled

H»W;th.ths;pssa;fgysqgﬁogTthsﬂpowanastsr_gndmthe broad accent of

50
on one side and a Mid-Westerner on the other."

- Since many men were off in another country during war time,

thousands of women: vere. employed at. the factory. They performed. - .=,

hard 1abor work just llke the men.. Before 1942, this was not .a.... ...

common pratice, but Glenn believed they could handle the.
work.51 These women were often called "Rosie the Riveter,"
and there was once a movie made of these women.

Like many other companies at this time, the Glenn L. Martin

Company -had a maternalistic attitude. If families were

"confronted with major medical expenses... Glenn would lend
money, interest free, to that family." One time,‘a man acquired
S

a kidney infection while working in the plant, and Glenn payed

.. for his hospital expenses. Glenn L. Martin established the

Martin Foundation, from which employees could borrow money,
52
interest free.
Mr. Martin encouraged extracurricular activities among the

employees. There were reading clubs, sewing circles, boat

clubs, bowling teams, a chorus club, a Blble study group,

~ basketball teams, golf teams, and Glenn = favorlte, the Martin

Bombers baseball team. There were dances at the Belvedere and

Lord Baltimore hotels, and dinners at Haussners. This led to a

family-like feeling among everyone.

- the South West... A_sogtherﬁsr_may have a Yankee for a neighbor -



'“ﬂ_of the work they did- (Plcture, .- 16)

.Maryland;

In-1944, a "symbolic statue of ‘labor' was erected "in front

-+ of Victory Villa Recreation'Center: ‘Glenn L. Martin's mother,
.Mlnta Martin -univeiled the statue in"front of many employees of

»io the Martln plant Thls shows that ‘the employees were very proud

53

Thousands went to classes for airplane production,

engineering, blueprint readlng, etc... at Baltimore Polytechnic™

'“ﬁInstltute, Kenwood High School Patterson Park High School John =

Hopklns_Ugiver51ty3 UnlverSItyﬂof Baltimore and University of

In 1942, Glenn L. Martin established in the name of hie
mother, the Minta Martin Aeronautical Endowment Fund in the
Institute of the Aeronautical Sciences with a gift of five
hundred thousand dollars in company stock. 1In 1944, he gave the
University of Maryland one million seven hundred thousand
dollars to establish a school of englneerlng and gsyear later

gave them another eight hundred thousand dollars' Mr.

Martin willed University of Maryland another two million
56
dollars.

On October 10, 1961, the Glenn L. Martin Company and
57

American Marietta consolidated. Today Martin Marletta has

numerous operations in cement, chemicals, aerospace, aluminum,. .

aggregates and data systems all over the world 1nclud1ng Norway, -
58 B}

‘St. Croix, Orlando, Denver, and of course, Baltimore.

The plant in Middle River, now called Martin Marietta

© Baltimore Aerospace Division, has plans for expansion._ In 1986,

10
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a new oﬁe-hundred thousand square*footiﬂfiye'story office
building w1ll occupy about 51x hundred flfty employees. o

PreSLdent of the Baltlmore DlVlSlon, A. Thomas Young, explalned

that the reason for expans1on lS "that the employee populatlon

' ~.at the Baltlmore DlVlSlon has more than doubled in - the past flve

years, and is expected to lncrease another ten percent by year:
- B9 - : , o :

‘thfCongresswomen, Helen Dellch Bentley, stated that the “growth"fhfﬁc

'y_of 1ndustry 1s V1tal to the Baltlmore area s securlty and

. 60 |
employment stablllty." "Bentley also commended Martln ' o

‘Marietta for its commitment to, and 1nvestment in, the continued

61
growth of the Middle River plant.™

11
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The Martin fuctory at Baltimore was fiest located in the Canton warchouse nrea near the waterfront.
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of Martin plant at Middle River,

. 65
. The Martin Plant As of August, 1949\
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