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A Photo Review of Early Denver Facility Construction/Titan I Firings
By Ray Ziehm
Recently, I came into possession of a DVD containing photos of the very early construction activities at
the Martin Denver facility, including the Engineering Building, the Factory, the Vertical Test Facility, and
the Titan I Static Firing Test Stands. They seem to span the period from 1956 to the early to mid-1960s.
The location of some of the shots can easily be identified, and since I was there for several years starting
in mid-1957, I will attempt to name as many of the others as possible. The photos may provide some
insight of what was there for those who came later and never saw it, and bring back some memories for
those who were there when it was really happening.

The Engineering building appears complete with
factory framework going up.

This photo appears to be the foundation for the
Vertical Test Facility.

The factory exterior is rising, along with an
unrecognized building to the left.

The Vertical Test Facility Steelwork.

The Vertical Test Facility almost closed in.

Very early activity at the site of the D-1 Test
Stand.

Support structure for D-1 flame deflectors in
work.

Flame deflectors in place. Missile support
started.

Initial D-1 Erector raising. It was hard to believe
it could ever happen.

Early D-1 firing. It appears to be the Battleship
Tanks used for the very first firings.

D-2 (I think) deflector plates in place

Loading a stage I Flight bird at D-2. Stand D-2
success-fully fired all Lots A and G Titan I flight
vehicles.

Stand D-1 at left and D-2 up the canyon. The
concrete Blockhouse, right center, served both
stands.

Aerial photo of D-2 complex.

D-2 Firing, probably Lot G.
Lot A bird on Stand D-2. Only fired stage I.

D-4 Ready to load Stage I, probably Lot C.

View showing all four Test Stands.

D-4 Firing, note concrete conduit tunnel.

Start of the Million Gallon Process Water Tank.

View of D-3, D-4 in wintertime.

Two Key Missile Men.

This looks like Dr. A. Hall, and, is that Ike?

